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Supumwy and Comnlugions

The reilrcads commecting Commumist Chine with North Vietoss sme the wost fpor.

tant logistic livks for the mowemant of wdlitory supplies to North Vietnmrs. The

E chief route cormedta vith the Chinese wuilroad systes st P iog-beioug in Kwanged

L L L

Province, enters Horth Vietuas ot Dong Deng, lesds to Uants, and thence connects

with the reilrosd line which enters Yunnss Provisce thwough Leo Caf. There 1s no

cmm%mmwthemmmmmnmmmmmmﬂf%m

exvept thyough Sorth Vietosem. Militery supplies wedl eguipsent from Chins entey

Vorth Vietoas at botk Dong Pang and Lao Cal, but the routc Shwough Doug Deng is
wﬁmmmmrymmmmsmumwm.

The poversat of wlttary supplies by vedlrcad is prébly supplemnted to o
amilmﬁmﬁbywmmmlmmmwm%MV&W‘
Bone mlifitary osrgoes aled axwiwe at Haiphong, the sajor rm #54 also possibly
at some of the minor ports fyam Cazton Whampos, Fort Buyerd, and Batnan Islesd in
Chinn. Jut vexy Mttle hard evidence is svailable to suppowt this thseis. From
Haiyhong, military supplies sre distributed by reil and truck frow Baiphong to |
Hanod, or are seet to the south incluling South Vietoem divectly Yy ses.

In the swwut hat tyafftc over Dong Demg - Msmed, Leo Cai - Hewod, ond Hei-
rhong - Hanol yellrosd lises were inpeded by boambing, siternctive meens of tvans-
pert {priveipally twoek Bt 81s0 sone inlesd vetemrweys) would be sveiladle. To

lmpede Purther, therefare, the movevent of militery supplies it would be necessoyy

25X1
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0 bord romd beddees and abtesk Saucke soving over the rouds. Exyertence in
World War IX, the Kovesn War and thus fay in our afr atiacke on twsnsvortation in
Forkh Vietowrs, hovever, has shown that 1t 1s Inmpoosible to Balt the flow of vital
war meteriel. Additional a’hm&;tk on refl, rood and set traneeetation in Torth
Vigtnor wvould only rlte wors 2I9%Meult She mvemaant of wdlitaane :mg;am.@ o ik
would effect slgnificartly the wofern industriel sectar of the econtuy. The 1iveli.
haod of Ghe Talk of the yoralatien in Nerth Vietaam, howwvey, 16 2till derived
frow ngrisaltars., r

Alr sttacke cn the rellyoads and roads north of foncl and betweer Henol wnd
Hedphong would poduce fer grester difficulties Sor che war affort of Horth Vistunmane
thon would edditional stiacks on these facilities to the south. To the worth snd
eest of Hanol ore the trwmsport fecilities tkat not anly mpport the movenamt of
wilitery eugplies fres China, tut also support the ecuntey. Far wmﬁm
on militery se well as econmedc movessats woold be felt. Distanoss over whieh hoth
vilitnry and ecomemic le&hwcﬁnhw&m’a&mwmmm
be greanter. aawwmmﬂawmauwnuuw littie sconomie in-
partonce, end the silitary suppliss roved 1nto and thyough this aren sre those
which bave besn stockpiled in the ares or vhich have been moved fresly e the aves
fagic Caire or fyon elsevhare in North Vietnos.

The tressport systes of North Vietnam (UVF) i situntod and orgsnired In wuch

ammtmmnmmwamwmnnmw
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inbereupts | "
0% modern Trensportation. e all lises 11 Converge ot one cenber with

patralens iy “ ¢ d
b3 balk. The rosd ysces is poor and fuucks wed gasoline nve gsosroe

her systes 1s undadeveloped am& the countey hep compavatively Few

ehipe for
Pt in tauction

LI uind that the deg

Wl traffic moaw than Mmm i, becaose
ot hals Ton & mwﬁ N Py

ammm@mmaam;mwmmmm.

amcante of wilitary supplisg apwlyma&ium% f&v;ntmn

_ MMWMWWMWRMMWMM
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iy
nland and cosstel water tyansg ation. If certain rouses in NVN could be intew.

dicted* for leng pertods, therelore, North Vietuem's wvor effert might be affected

congiderably. 25x1

II. Routes Linking Worth Vietnam and Commniet China
A. Bailrosds
25X1
mmmmmmmsmvm consiste wrincipelly of three
-
25X1
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meter-pauge lines converging st Hanoi &8 follows: 1) Domg Deng to Hemoi, which
connects with the zain, :W—mm network of China ot P'ing-hsiang, 2) Hai-
vheng, the only mejor seaport in North Vietasm, to Hanod and 3) Lee Cal to Honoi,
vhich comnects with the Chinese mater-gauge natwork in Yunnan Provines. There is
mawwtemummmmmwwmm ia Yunwan and the

main network in China. Almost all interostional freight and pesgenger traflic

cayriod by lend trsueporteatic: detwoen Howth Vietnsm and Chine and between the USER

and North Vietnam meves on the Dong Dung-Hanoi lime. At the end of 1964, it is

ertinated that a1l tyypes of freight woving froe Chime {nto Horth Vietnaw on this

25X1

1ine ameunted to about 1,200 to 1,500 metrie tans {mt) yer day|

The total capacity of the Dong

Dang -Hanol 1ine is estimated to be adout 3,000 mt each wey per day.
The Haiphong-Henol nmmuimmm route for NHorth Vieb-
namese impoyts mmmwmmwkm. Sorme Chinese

transit traffic also moves between Haiphong and Yomman on this lime. The lao Cal-

" Hano! line serves the mejor industrisl eenters of Viet Tri end Lam Theo, about 20

kilomaters west of Viet Tri, snd the major apatite mines nesr lao Cel, as well an

veing the only route: over which all Chinese transit traffic moves through Nerth
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Vietnem. The volume of trafflic on the Haighong-Hanol and i.ac. Cai-Honoi lines L~
ably 18 scmevhet larger than that on the Dong Dung-Hamol line. The capacity of
tmwtwmminutmmmhatham“hi@ummmm line
ardd probably higher. \

In addision, Worth Vietres bes two other sallroad lines in the wain network
Oue of these linus comnects the irce and steel complex ot That Nguyen with the leo
s -Raned, mmmmemawvmmwmwwmm. Through
rall service on the Banoi-Vinh line, howvever, hus not been possible south of s
20th Pavellel siuce the Wumwmmmvmwm&mmmy
bridge in esrly April. Bince thet time, rail traffic to the eouthern part of North
Vietnon probably moves from Hawol to Nink Fiuk: fram vhich 1t mast be moved Aurther
south by other wmeans of transportation. The eombinad volume of xeil traffic on
these two lines at the end of 1964 probebly vas ouly about 10 pevesnt of the total
rail performance im Nowth Vietuew.

B. Ronds

VA

Boute 14, MWMIﬂ&mMgM-W rallroed line,
umm‘cWMWﬁmMnﬂ&mi. The limiting sectien of

&k&:mma&m&vwamﬁmmmm&mutm&rymmdwﬂm

Lo Coc Tl

200 pt during the wet season. mﬂmummmwmcm,\mmm~ K

tion with route 1A iscrecses the capaeity (for all rosds fyew Kwanget, China, to

L hee ,
(e SEC

Hamz)taeuomwl,mmwwdmagmwmmmmzmm

wetl seseon.
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Worth Viotnes hng onn Principel Pt
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parts from thane orba
addod Sogathes totalled abons 1.2 millton te 13 vl igon

AR 1860 oF wihien abcut 25 pervent yent o China, The
.' » Pourts woe comneoted te
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TrafPicany
ability of route 18, however, is iimited Quring the wet sesgon becay it
& y e
tr X x
wverses low-lyiag m%m which ig subject to Smmdstien.
3+ Miny Ports
Do Bos ha
bes an extenaive exposed anchorage in the open roadstesd for

E‘m ! & i h}t fhgj 't m mm are v E t Ias
¥

of eithey falrvsy o berthing Pastyrictions.

L Bmmwmwd‘ﬁ&m%m,%ﬁ by the Cun Ceam tﬂﬂa:ﬁm
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and the Red River, which rune along the Durder with Camunist China fron Iung Po
tahuwsmmmwmmmmmmmwwm. The
Riviere Claire, a uinor vatervay, vrcosss the barder with Comunist Chine neer .
Thavh Ty emd Tiows south through Viet Tri bo the Red River. The Black River slso
crasses the Chinese bLowder and flowa to the Red River.

The Song Thai Binh is novigeble to Cho Moi throughout the yead by sampuns.
Ty M Rives 40 navigsble throughout the ysar by syecislly construeted creft of
5-ton oopacity. The Biviere Claive is aleo povigeble by susll mﬁﬁw creft year-
W,MMMMW&WaM<WIWW%mW.

Weteyesy capecities huve bees estisated as showm bulows

. Capacity
Uatervay Tron % PR i,
Bong Thei Bnh Toc Glang Gulf of Tonkia 2,270 kso
Fod River Leo Cad Qulf of Tomktn 1,800 45
Riviere Claire Viet Trd Tuyen Quang 2% 23
Hinek River Muong Te Van Yen 23 23
ek River Van You Bed River 1,810 23

Z. Comsial Wntepwaye

It 1o estisated thut there ave over 900 motor-povered sud apmroximately
&,800 mxtmm'mmﬁmmmmmvmmum(mm«cmm
- Meinen ares) snd off the morthern cowsts of NVN. It 1s estizated that if ome-
thivd of the total fusks svailable vere diverted o fowelgn tyede to hanile HVE

imports, they would have a capebility of teensporting up to 570,000 p& of cargo
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snmally, including POL in dwume. With thely shellow dyalfts the junks could wove

well inshove and thus minimize opportunitiss fur detection and interception. These

a¥aft do not reguire port facilities for offloeding, but cen discharge their cor.
goss over the bench using small indigencus craft. Sueh ssxgoes would secessorily
e lwited to Lbems mah ewuld be euelly haniled Wy these wathods. m tonnage
wideh thess small oxeft could carey wowid be in addition o, that moved to Haighong

and obhey mg Wy lsvgey ovelt.

TXI. Effgct of Interdiction of Vorious Boutes

The Dong Dang Banol »eilrcad line carently 15 the most impawtent logletic

- eupply line in HDoxth Vietwaw. Itthhnmmmm,mmm

mmmuxmmmuw«mammmmmw

A
vupplies from Chisa. mm«mawammumﬁmtwmt '
mmmxmmmmmmmmmwmmgthewe

BRI . Mampeswtmmzmumwmmwwgm
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gurrently belng wowed on the Dong Dang-Hanol rellvosd Ilze during the dvy season,
but ot Quring the wet season. If combived redlvoed and highwsy twidges along the
muxﬂmﬂmmm,m,mmemmmumuxzmmm
the reil line would be hindered. Purthemwore, the use of bighway trensportation
would wequive sdAitional m, spare jurts, und fuel all of which must be im-
Wa%m&nm@mmﬁy. I the road systow iz interdicted dn addition to
. bighway
tho conbined raslrosd and bridges, the capability of higway tranaportation as an
alternate to the el line would be further redused and the major shaxe of the
curwent tradfic would heve to be shifted to ses trenepcwiation during the Ary ses-
son as well as during the vet season. There 1s no fwland vater nebwark that cen
sexve 55 an sltermete to the Demg Deag-Hunol railived line.
B. Haighong - Henol Routes

If the redd line betvesn Kenol and Haiphong veye intepdicted, ¥ell cap-
goes could e tymaaferred to tmcke on the roed botwesn the tvo eltSes. If the
road vare 6lse interdicted, relatively lazge suounts of supplies could still move
betuwesn the two olties owmy inland vaterusys during periods of high weter. How-
evey, 1T the port of Raithong could be interdieted St vould bave an tmportant
effact not only on mormsl Nowth Vietnamese Toreign temde, but [wobsbly also on the
infiitration of supplies by ses iuto BUN, so Halyhong ayresrs to be sb ecberkation
point for such supplies.

The entyance o the port of Raiybong ts frem the Gulf of Tomkin through

the lowey yesch of the Cus Ban Tries sed the Cepal Maritize. The Dupe)l Maritime

Approved For R¢lease 2006/10/19 : CIA-RDP78T02Q95R000900050006-9
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1s sbout 3,900 feet long and 450-750 feet wide and pwctably ie dvedged to at loust
26 feat. YLf the Cansl Maritime oculd be eftuctively Blooked, the herbor at Haf-

shoog would be closed to oceangolng ships, bucause thers would be no slternste

© moates to txw powt Tor et with deafts of owe 1L fees. Reeking the Cwnel Mael-

thalmammtﬁnWmmwmm&mmam%mwmm
asual, and would, thevefore, couplicate the relwbilitetion of the port. Sesll
constel vessela, M@Wﬁw, and other cyaft that draw nol over 1l feed could puss
Throagh the alteroate viver shennels at bigh water. Comsequently tie m&ly way
thot all treic to and feom mim could be helded appesvs to e tiwough the
imposition of an efPective Mm,mwllumm, naval Wleckels.

- It 18 helieved thet the opevation of the port vould not be grestly hempered
byﬁwdmmw%ﬁ&wﬁv&%h&ﬂiﬁm,ﬂ%t&mﬁh%&mef
the yetrolsn pler end the dredgen. M ares avound the potroleus pler must be
memmmwwmwmm. Dastyuwction of the dredges
would, therefors, Interrupt the balk supply of petyoleuws to Haiphemg, baceuse
mm&mhwkummatmmmmuummﬁ
m@am,mm,uwmmummma.

Wammw,qummhhmmem
mﬂmnwm,mﬂm,mmmxm,mmmmmemmmm
mmwmmmmmwm&mmmm. Xr both

of the latter routes were interdicted, hovever, Chive etill could sapply Worth

.10 -
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Vietnan vivh wilitery goods frem Yumsan.  This rowte wmld be paok Rove difficult,
hoveveyr, becouse there 28 ao rellyvad amtim%m?m;unmm reut of
Chivm, ond additlonal supplies 0 Yuonan would isaw to nove withis Chine by taruek
trangportaiion. ‘

The Ino ﬂa;—ﬁam redlmond e would be the peiary means of By Ly lag
Horth Vistoes frap Yepnan. 19 this liwe weve Srberrdioted, Yhe mé.a;\mw% { x:wtﬁ
6 ardl the Ieo Cof-Benol rond ) aa%xld te used en on sltevrate during the dxy gendon
@ the Bed MMver could e used Guring the b gesson. The cepacitics of these
mmmmathmﬁawwmmawwmmlmi The

&ameltiuﬁ%x%auwmwmm&wmammmmiam

mmmwwmmmemmm.'
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D. Hemoi » Wioh Binh Routes

At present the rail line from Hanoi tc the south lesds to Nam Diph
and {te use apparently ends at Nimh Bink, becsuse of the destruction by bombing
of hridges to the south. If this line ware interdicted north éf Hinn Bink,
supplied could continue to move down Route 1A snd other rosds. If both roads
ond rall ware mwum, bowever, scoe supplies could comtinue to move south
in the genaral ares ﬁl@m the Song ﬁgy wiberway and souge surplies could be shifted

0o coagtel water rausportation.

V. Relstive Effects of Interdiction oun Routes Bovth and South of Henoi¥
Interdiction of routes north of Hamol apperently would have a more serious
effect oo North Vietnamege ability to c ntisue the war effort than interdiction
of routes south of Henol. In gemeral it appesrs that the farther north these
routes are iunterdicted, the wore costly 1t vill be tg the economy of m ir
the rail line ware interdicted at Dong Dang, wilitary supplies moving by lsnd
deatined for Comwunisat ft.u'caa in southern Lmoe end SVH would bave %o be trucked
from Dong Dang to Winh Biob™ en edditionsl 250 kilometers (km) for & total of
600 kilometers, compered with 350 ka mt p;um.m If the rail line were
interdicted at. Deng Bang sud also between Hanol and Huiphoug, supplies from
Comauniet Chiins destined for sea infiltration from Haiphong to SVN might have to

mmzsommrmdsoriniandwtemammthmbyml.m The nunber

| approxinate.
% Balieved to be the scuthern terainal of the rail line in use et preseut.
¥ Distance from Hink Binh to Mu Gis Pasa.
W 4 more likely poseibility would be thet thay would be moved along coagtal
waters from Communiat Chine to Heiphong, unless these waters wers also interdictad.

- 12 -
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' of trucks #equired to wove sugplles over tnese edditiogel distences would ioorecse

considenwbly. 1t can b estimated that & contimuous supply line would require
about 120 truckes foi- every 100 tons of supplies to de v.wvod a distence of 100
ka.* For every 100 tons mmd by road instead af rail from Dong Deung to Ninh Binﬁ,
therefore, sbout 300 more trucks would be reguired. The nesd for adéitionsl
trucks would. put a strain on (he econumy of EVN.

Interdiction of routes north of Hemol would slsc stop the flow of supplies
by lend frow forelign countriea. Interdiction of lines south of Hanod would

not stop thls flow into the country, although it would prevent 1is disteibution

1o eress aouth of Henod.

60 km (100 miles) and an sdditionsl 25 percent required for replacessnts for

* Asmumes esch truck carries an aversge of obout 3 wt for a distance of shout }
!
trucks out for repsirs end so on. ‘]

- 13 -
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